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occasion of utterance and acquire general currency. They thus
harden into a set of expressions, thoughts, themes and myths,
which may be transmitted from generation to generation. This
is known as Folklore. Note that -folklore still exists and is still
being created in our own times: it is the common stock of ideas
and phrases that everyone takes for granted. Although less
fluid than folksay, it has no hard-and-fast, final form, and is
not thought of as created by any single person.

In opposition to folksay and folklore, we call definite litera-
ture that which is attached in our minds to a particular text
and a particular author, even when the text is imperfect and
the author unknown. This definite literature may be inferior
in quality and vitality to folklore, and it may be far less perma-
nent. Every new book, however worthless, belongs to definite
literature.

For centuries, the study of literature was limited to definite
literature. Folklore was ignored or despisedj the origin' of
definite works was sought exclusively in other definite works.
In the eighteenth century, with Vico and Herder, folklore was
rediscovered and rehabilitated. This worked in harmony with
the teachings of Rousseau: rebellion against artificial civiliza-
tion, return to primitive simplicity.

There are now three theories concerning the relations be-
tween folklore and definite literature,

1.  Folklore is the source of all art 5 definite literature is
artificial and superficial. A masterpiece like the Iliad is only
the final form of an unconscious growth. Even today, no litera-
ture can be great unless it be the expression of folkways, the
fixation of folklore.

2.  The older theory of conscious creation still holds its
ground. Art is always a definite personal act. Folklore is but
the blurred shadow of definite literature, when it has lost its
identity.

3.  The Circuits theory. Between the two, there is constant
interchange. Art demands conscious creation, but the material
out of which the individual creates is the folklore of his time.